Historians of psychology will find this tough-minded study of Aristotle's views on personal identity greatly rewarding, although by no means easy reading. Aristotle, it is argued, sees the world as populated by individual material objects, rather than by their parts or by universals: material objects are identical with their particular essence, not a combination of form and matter. The author traces the consequences of this theory as applied to the person, a substance whose essence is his soul, and to the relationships between body and mind as expressed in perception, sensation, and thought. These Dr. Spink has specialized in infectious diseases for almost fifty years and now presents a history of their control. There are three sections. The first, 'Background of the control and treatment of infectious diseases', includes very pedestrian chapters on early concepts of infection and its control, and the development of bacteriology, immunology, and virology, together with a survey of the evolution of public health in Great Britain and the U.S.A., and of the World Health Organization. The second Book Reviews is concerned with the development of prophylaxis and therapy for infectious diseases in the twentieth century, and deals mainly with the sulpha drugs and antibiotics. The third discusses the evolution of knowledge of specific infectious diseases and is the largest part of the book. It is enlivened by accounts of the author's own experiences. The volume ends with an extensive and valuable bibliography.
Although this book consists of medical history of medicine, thus providing little information on non-medical aspects, it will be a valuable source of information on the recent history of infectious diseases. Material dealing with earlier periods cannot be relied on for accuracy or interpretation. There is an excellent introduction and the volume is elegantly produced. It will be of value to scholars and students who are unable to consult the original, and it is to be hoped that the response to it will encourage the publishers to reprint further titles. GEORGE M. FOSTER and BARBARA GALLATIN ANDERSON, Medical anthropology, Chichester, John Wiley, 1978, 8vo, pp. x, 354, £9.75 . The authors present a general survey of medical anthropology as they view it,
